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Anmol Deep
Annette James
Contemperary Literary Theory

14th May 2023

D. cting Satan’s S, hes in Paradise Lost Book 1

Abstract

This paper aims to deconstruct Satan’s language in Book 1 of Paradise Lost as he
exposes the grand narrative of God and refutes it's centrality. Satan uses the ‘fallen
tanguage’ to liberate their ‘meaning’ from the clutches of a world where only one
meaning exists. Logocentrism had denied the legion of fallen angels and their meaning
any legitimacy. Using Jacques Derrida’s process of deconstruction and related concepts
like free play, we glance at Satan’s five speeches as he tries to create multiple meanings
and legitimize those through revealing the supremacy of God as something not the

original and just inside the structurality.

Jacques Derrida proposed his deconstruction in order to reveal the interplay
between language and the process of construction of meaning through it, leading to the
questioning of our conception that /ogos and its instituted form is the one and the same
He expounded on this theory in works like Of Grammatology, and the essay Structurs,
Sign and Play in The Discourse of The Human Sciences, and in his later works, most

notably in the Letters 10 a Japanese Friend The concept explains how rather than /ogos
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452R+99G, Engine Ghar, Sanjauli, Shimla, Himachal
Pradesh 171006, India

Latitude Longitude
31.10088506434861° 77.19084730495707°

4 Local 12:27:50 PM Altitude 2193.88 meters
GMT 06:57:50 AM Monday, 07-11-2022
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